Sunday, January 18, 1998: Second Sunday Ordinary Time

Martin Luther King Anniversary Celebration Liturgy

Introduction:   

[image: image1.wmf]This week we celebrate the birthday of Rev. Martin Luther King., Jr.   Reverend King spent his life living out the Words of the Gospel.  In taking the Words of Jesus to his heart, he preached love, non-violence and peace.  This is what Jesus asks of all of us to love one another, turn the other cheek, and share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.  As we greet our celebrant on this Second Sunday in ordinary time, let us also take to heart this message of Jesus Christ.

Alternative Opening Prayer (from Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time-Sacramentary p. 314)  

(Introductory Rites: God, our protector, keep us in mind; always give strength to your people.  For if we can be with you even one day, it is better than a thousand without you.

Ps 83:10-11)

Let us pray (with humility and persistence)

(pause for silent prayer)

Almighty God, ever-loving Father, your care extends beyond the boundaries of race and nation to the hearts of all who live.  May the walls, which prejudice raises between us, crumble beneath the shadow of your outstretched arm.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Reading I:  Is 62:1-5

Responsorial Psalm:  Ps 96: 1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10

Reading II:  1Cor 12: 4-11

Gospel:    Jn 2: 1-12

Homily Suggestions:

Martin Luther King truly believed that for Zion’s sake he could no longer be silent, no longer keep quiet.  His option for peace led him down many roads to assassination.  He sparked a movement that helped to change our country and the Nobel Peace Prize was his for living the Words of Christ.  He took his gifts of preaching, teaching, of leading people, and used those talents to call all of us to be better people.

At the Wedding feast Jesus listened to his mother and performed his first miracle.  He formed Martin Luther King in the miracle of non-violence and peace through Christ’s words and example.  As we were told in the first reading (Isaiah 62:1-5) God delights and rejoices in ALL his people: Jew, Greek, women, men, children, people of every color, nation, and creed. In Corinthians Paul spoke of different gifts but the same Spirit...different works but the same God who accomplishes all of them in everyone...for the common good.  

As the Body of Christ we are called to value and appreciate one another’s gifts,  the talents of each  of God’s people.  The miracle of good will, tolerance, and acceptance of ALL can evolve into love, appreciation, and support of one another.  This truly would be the Kingdom of God on earth.  

Prayers of the Faithful  (suggested additions)
That we who honor Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. this weekend, will share his message of peace with our families and friends. We pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer.

That like Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. we will judge people by the content of their character and not the color of their skin.  We pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer.

As we celebrate the birthday of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. let us hope that all people will come to know the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer.

That like Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. we strive to “let justice roll like a river and righteousness like a mighty stream.”  Let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer.

Meditation:

(Celebrant, deacon, or commentator)  “Let us name the vision we accept from Dr. King.

The land we live in is full of promise and possibility, yet too often divided by race, sex, creed or class.  There is no place for prejudice and discrimination in a country we find around us and sometimes even within ourselves.  We resolve to be part of creating a nation that embraces the best of our country’s native peoples, the best of what our Founders believed, the best of what freed slaves unleashed, the best of what immigrants brought, the best we are all capable of.  Create in us, O God, a hunger for the justice of your reign, the peace of the place where you dwell.”  

“We are your people, O God, and you are our God.  We call upon courage.  Be with us as Martin showed you to be...a courageous leader for justice, a sure refuge in times of trouble.  We pray this in Jesus’ name.”   (Rev. Dennis Kennedy, C. M. DePaul University Ministry Office, Chicago, Illinois)

All:  AMEN!
Music Suggestions for January 18, 1997 Liturgy

Martin Luther King Birthday Celebration

From  LEAD ME GUIDE ME:  The African American Catholic Hymnal, Chicago:  

G. I. A. Publication, 1987.

#190 This Little Light of Mine

#218 Come By Here

#225 We’ve Come This Far By Faith

#278 Make Me A Blessing

#282 Good News

#284 Yes, Lord

#286 Only What You Do for Christ Will Last

#291 Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing

#294 We Have Come a Long Way, Lord

#295 Keep the Dream Alive

#296 He Had a Dream

#297 We Shall Overcome

#300 Let There Be Peace On Earth

#301 In Christ There Is No East Or West

#306 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

#309 God Be With You

#310 Woke Up This Morning

#312 An Evening Prayer

#316 Come, We That Love the Lord

#318 Plenty Good Room

From PEOPLE’S MASS BOOK:  Schiller Park, Il. World Library, 1994

#152 We Are the Light of the World

#153 God’s Blessing Sends Us Forth

#155 Nor the Units of His Creation

#159 That All Be One

#161 Stewards of Earth

#660 Give Thanks and Remember

From GLORY & PRAISE:  Comprehensive Ed. Phoenix:  North American Liturgy Resources, 189.

#59 Companions on the Journey

#70 Faithful Family

#90 He Has Anointed Me

#136 Let the People Say

#192 People of Peace

 #199 Prayer of St. Francis

#215 Servant Song
From GATHER: Chicago, G. I. A. Publication, 1988.

#249 We Remember

#267 Where Charity and Love Prevail

#269 No Greater Love

#271 God Is Love

#280 Bring Forth the Kingdoms

#284 Blest Are They 

#285 The Servant Song

#294 City of God

#296 We Have Been Told

#300 The Harvest of Justice

#301 We Are Called

#306 Peace Is Flowing Like A River

#309 Song of Gathering

#310 We Are Many Parts

#311 Gather Us In

#340 In the Breaking of Bread

#346 One Bread, One Body

From BREAKING BREAD/MUSIC ISSUE: 1998 Portland Oregon: Oregon Catholic Press, 1998.

#222 Now Thank We All Our God

#346 Where Charity & Love Prevail

#412 For the Healing

#413 Be Reconciled

#417 Gather Us Together

#432 Gift of Finest Wheat

#462 Pan De Vida

#478 Gather Us In

#484 Let There Be Peace On Earth

#539 Bread of Life (Farrell)

#541 Make Our Lives A Prayer of Peace 

#558 They’ll Know We Are Christians

#563 Prayer of St. Francis

#586 We Are Many Parts

#596 God of the Hungry

#678 Peace Is Flowing Like A River

#708 One Bread, One Body

#710 We Are the Light of the World

#716 There Is A River

Flore y canto.  “Digo, Si”. by Donna Pena.
“Let Justice Roll Like a River” by Marty Haugen,  published by G. I. A., 1991. 
RESOURCES

“1994 Martin Luther King, Jr. National Holiday Celebration Packet-Building Bridges.” Washington, D. C.: National Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice.

“1992 Martin Luther King, Jr. National Holiday Celebration Packet.”  Washington, D. C.:

National Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice.

Kathleen McGinnis, Celebrating Racial Diversity.  St. Louis, Mo.:  Institute for Peace and Justice, 1994.

The following is taken from Kathleen McGinnis, Celebrating Racial Diversity, p. 71.

for young children:
· MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. by Beth P. Wilson, illustrated by Floyd Sewell, Putnam’s, 1971, grades 2-4.  A good introduction to King’s life for younger readers.  Ends with his assassination.

· MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. by Nigel Hunter, illustrated by Richard Hook.  The Bookwright Press, 1985, grades 3-5.  A good explanation of King’s life.  Nice mix of photographs and beautiful illustrations.  One caution--the text implies that the North was free of racism.

· I HAVE A DREAM: THE STORY OF MARTIN LUTHER KING by Margaret Davidson. Scholastic, Inc., 1986, grades 3 and up.  A 127-page biography of Dr. King, with a good selection of photos.

· MARTIN LUTHER KING, THE MAN WHO CLIMBED THE MOUNTAIN by Gary Paulsen and Dan Theis.  Raintree (distributed by Children’s Press), 1976, grade six.  This book discusses the origin of discriminatory laws, as well as King’s personal experiences with racism.

for older students and adults

· MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.: A MAN TO REMEMBER by Patrticia McKissack.  Children’s Press, 1984, grades 6 and up.  This is a very well-written and human account of King’s life which does not dodge the issue of racism.

· MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. by Jacqueline Harris, Franklin Watts, 1983, grades 7 and up.  This book raises some of the larger issues such as the connections between poverty, racism, and militarism.

· STRIDE TOWARD FREEDOM: THE MONTGOMERY STORY by Martin Luther King, Jr., Harper and Row, 1958 is readable for students grades 6 and up. It is King’s own description of the early period of the civil rights movement.

· LET THE TRUMPET SOUND: THE LIFE OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.  by

Stephen Oates, Harper and Row, 1982.  A comprehensive biography, well-researched.

· A TESTAMENT OF HOPE:  THE ESSENTIAL WRITINGS OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. edited by James Melvin Washington.  Harper & Row, 1986.  Some 650 pages bring together the major speeches, sermons, essays and book portions of Dr. King, with an excellent introduction and frequent explanatory notes accompanying the different selections.

· WHAT MANNER OF MAN:  A BIOGRAPHY OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1929-1968 by Lerone Bennett, Jr. Johnson Publications, 1976 (4th revised edition).  This is an extremely well-written biography, covering many different aspects of King’s very complex life.  One drawback is that it does not include King’s opposition to the Vietnam War.
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