A Call for Jubilee Prayer Service

Leader:  Let us find stillness, a time to gather our thoughts, to connect our spirits and bodies, to reach within ourselves, to connect with those that gather here in this community of love and witness, and with those throughout the world to share our strength and our wisdom.

All:  Generous, Loving and Living God, who shared the gift of life with us, we pray to be released from the captivity of our wants; we seek healing from the blindness  of wealth and power; and freedom from the prisons of unjust relationships; we pray for new vision to see the suffering of the world’s people; new ears to hear the cries of the poor; we pray that we find the wisdom and courage to bring “glad tidings to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives, recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.”

Opening Song:  “The Trumpet in the Morning” verse 1

GOOD NEWS FOR THE POOR

Scripture: Luke 4:16-20  (#1)

Contemporary Reading regarding situation in the Philippines  (#2) 

In the Philippines, the government’s proclamations of turning the country into a newly industrialized economy by the year 2000 only means doom for tribal minorities. Indeed, in the last three years, “progress and modernization for much of the nation have resulted in impoverishment and social segregation for indigenous peoples.”

“The pineapple is more important than the people,” says one woman worker for a transnational fruit processor. There are days when work is for 12 hours or 3.8 hours (because four hours would entitle them to a full days wages) and days when while preparing for work they suddenly hear over the radio that they are to stay home. The workers’ schedule depends on the supply of pineapples; they never know how long they are to work from one day to the next. 

(Reader concludes with:  Let us proclaim Good News to the poor!)

All: Let us proclaim good news for the poor!

Sung Response:  “The Trumpet in the Morning” verse 3

LIBERTY TO CAPTIVES

a. Release of Prisoners

Leader: Around the world there are prisoners of conscience and there are innocent people wrongfully accused of crimes who are incarcerated. All prisoners should be treated with respect as human beings and are entitled to basic human rights. Victims deserve relief from their pain and suffering and are entitled to disclosure and possible restitution.

Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 42:22  (#3)

Contemporary Reading:  (Taken from the testimony of a prisoner of conscience) #4

Testimony of Mary Catherine Flanigan, O. S. F.

(Sister was recently released after spending 6 months in the Pekin Minimum Security Prison for Women for “crossing the line” onto the property of Fort Benning in Columbus, Georgia where the School of the Americas is located).

“I would just like to say that my journey to activism started in 1985.  And when I found myself again at the School of the Americas demonstration for the 1996 action, I was profoundly impacted by a sign there.  It was held by a native American woman who sat silent and motionless, but the sign shouted out.  It was as if neon lights were coming off the sign.  The sign said: “It’s all about killing Indians, isn’t it?” The sign spoke the truth.  And as we went onto the Fort property with the procession, we were doing something that’s in keeping with the Navaho ways.  We were taking responsibility for an issue or a problem back to one of the sources of where it started.”

b. Freeing from Overwhelming Debt

Leader:  Forty-one nations are identified as “heavily indebted poor countries” by the World Bank. Their collective debt is two hundred billion dollars.

Scripture Reading:  Amos 8:4 and 9:13-15  (#5)

Contemporary Reading:  (Information concerning heavily indebted countries).  #6

Debt ruins people. In the poorest countries, money needed for health care, education and other vital services is diverted to interest payments. A baby in Nicaragua is born with a debt to the rich world of $2000 and a father who earns about $400 a years. Mozambique, with a per capita income of $90, a life expectancy of 40, and almost no health care, spends over half its government’s income on interest.
(Reader concludes: Let us set the captives free!)

All:  Let us set the captives free!

Sung Response:  “The Trumpet in the Morning”  verse 2

FREEDOM FOR THE OPPRESSED
Scripture Reading:  Zephaniah 3:16-20  (#7)

Contemporary Reading: (Taken from Pastoral Letter from Bishop Ruiz of Chiapas) #8

“What we have seen and heard, what we have contemplated and touched with our hands is the suffering face of Christ in the indigenous people who suffered systematic aggression of their fundamental rights. What we have seen and heard are the pernicious effects of the suffocating presence of the Army. What we have seen and head with profound sadness is at the village of Acteal and its 45 innocent dead… and so many more deaths, which are inviting the entire world to ‘come and see’… The solidarity with suffering does not have borders, and goes beyond the concept of sovereignty based on dominant powerful privileged interest groups from a region or a country.

We do not cease to hope against all help…. That one day in our beloved Chiapas, and in our beloved Mexico, ‘now there will be no children who live but a few days, nor elderly who do not complete their years’ … and all of the indigenous peoples ‘will build homes and will live in them and will plant vines and eat of their fruit’… that the casting of metal for AK-47’s will be used in the casting of tractors, and instead of paying taxes, fruit of our labors, to pay for scholarships to the School of the Americas military school, we will see classrooms, operating rooms, warehouses, barns, laboratories and dignity in the fields and jungle of  Chiapas, in all of the valleys and mountains of our country.

Each and every one of the pastoral agents of our beloved Diocese of San Cristobal de las Casas trust and hope in the resurrection of  Christ in our times.” 

(Reader concludes:  Let us set the oppressed free!)

All:  Let us set the oppressed free!

Sung Response:  “The Trumpet in the Morning”  verse 4

Leader:  As we listen, learn, and share this day together, let us be mindful of our “blindness” and reflect on what we need to change within ourselves to live jubilee justice.  How might we assist others around the world to enjoy jubilee, a year of God’s favor?

At the conclusion of today’s presentations we will each have the opportunity to sign the Jubilee Pledge, which we will now pass out to you.

__________________________________________

Closing Prayer
Leader:  Let us take a moment to reflect on what we have learned today...(pause) We now invite each person to come forward and sign the Jubilee pledge as we sing “The Trumpet in the Morning” verses 5 & 6.

(When the last signer is seated, please respond together):

All:  We declare this to be a Jubilee year:  a year of God’s favor! We proclaim ourselves to be a Jubilee people!

adapted from Our Prayers Rise Like Incense:  Liturgies for Peace  published by Pax Christi USA, 1998.
Please Note:  Central to this prayer service is the song “The Trumpet In the Morning” by Rory Cooney.  This is a new song available from GIA Publications, 7404 South Mason Ave, Chicago, Illinois. 
