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OPENING COMMENTS

Many people think they don't know much about the Holy Spirit. In reality the Spirit and permeates our lives--even as the air we breathe. There are numerous titles attributed to 

the third person of God. The concordance lists many pages of references.  These were chosen to reflect the enlivening presence of the Holy Spirit throughout salvation

history.  Jesus "did not leave us orphans." The Spirit of God has been alive and active before, during, and will be after earthly human history has ceased.

(Please have different readers for each Scripture passage).

PRAYER SERVICE HONORING THE SPIRIT OF GOD

June 4, 2001

Opening Hymn: SONG OF PRAISE

Leader: Opening Comments

Readings from Scripture (After each passage please observe a moment of silence.) (Genesis 1: 1-2, Numbers 11:25, Isaiah 61: 1-2(also in Lk 4), Lk 1:26,35, Mkl: 10-12, Jn 14:16-17, Acts 2:2-4, Gal 4:6, 5:16,18, 1Cor 2:10-12)

Prayers of the Faithful: (After each petition please respond: SEND FORTH YOUR SPIRIT, O LORD, AND RENEW THE FACE OF THE EARTH!

(adapted from Liturgy of the Hours for Pentecost)

Leader: Holy Spirit, Light of God, Breath of Life, Comforter, Transformer, Healer, Enabler, Liberator lead us in this prayer and in all we think, speak, and do.

1. Holy Spirit, teach us to be quiet and attentive to your voice. (ALL) SEND FORTH YOUR SPIRIT, 0 LORD, AND RENEW THE FACE OF THE EARTH!

2. Holy Spirit, remind us of all Jesus taught us, enlighten all of your followers and in particular theologians, scripture scholars, and church leaders. (ALL) SEND FORTH YOUR SPIRIT, 0 LORD, AND RENEW THE FACE OF THE EARTH!

3. Holy Spirit, protector and liberator of the poor and oppressed, show us how to assist our brothers and sisters so that they can be free, independent, and self-sustaining. (ALL) SEND FORTH YOUR SPIRIT, 0 LORD, AND RENEW THE FACE OF THE EARTH!

4. Holy Spirit, heal all who are ill and all who mourn the loss of loved ones. (ALL) SEND FORTH YOUR SPIRIT, 0 LORD, AND RENEW THE FACE OF THE EARTH!

5. Holy Spirit, free us from our fears and all that binds us so that we may faithfully and passionately follow you. (ALL) SEND FORTH YOUR SPIRIT, 0 LORD, AND RENEW THE FACE OF THE EARTH!
Leader: Please speak your own prayer intentions either aloud or in your hearts.

ALL pray together: O God, you have sent your Holy Spirit to hover over the abyss of our broken world. Help us to be open to the grace of your coming that you may create us anew. Banish our darkness with your wisdom; set us on the firm ground of counsel and fortitude. Bless our coming and going with your sevenfold gifts, that your reign may come upon the earth, that we may live with you for all eternity. AMEN!

Closing Hymn: SONG OF PRAISE

THE SPIRIT OF GOD IN THE SCRIPTURES

1. Genesis 1:1-2 "In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was formless wasteland, and darkness covered the abyss, while a mighty wind, the spirit of God, swept over the waters."

2. (Commissioning of prophets) Numbers 11:25 'The Lord then came down in the cloud and spoke to him. Taking some of the spirit that was on Moses, he bestowed it on the seventy elders; and as the spirit came to rest on them, they prophesied."

3. (Messianic prophecy) Isaiah 61:1 "The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the lowly, to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to captives and release to the prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the Lord and a day of vindication by our God, to comfort all who mourn."  (Later in Luke 4 Jesus reads this passage in the synagogue).

4. Luke 1: 26, 35: (Annunciation) "the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin...the virgin's name was Mary...And the angel said to her... 'The holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God."'

5. (Account of the Baptism of Jesus) Mark 1: 10-12: On coming out of the water he saw the heavens being tom open and the Spirit, like a dove, descending upon him. And a voice came from the heavens, 'You are my beloved Son: with you I am well pleased."' At once the Spirit drove him out into the desert."

6. John 14:16-17 (Before his Ascension into heaven) Jesus said, "And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of truth, which the world cannot accept, because it neither sees nor knows it. But you know it, because it remains with you, and will be in you."

7. Acts 2:2-4 (Coming of the Spirit) "And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they were. Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them. And they were all filled with the holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim."

8. Galatians 4: 6: "As proof that you are children, God sent the spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying out, 'Abba, Father!' So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then, also an heir, through God. "... Galatiaus 5:16, 18: "I say, then, live by the Spirit... if you are guided by the Spirit, you are not under the law."

9. 1Corinthians 2:10-12:  "For the Spirit scrutinizes everything, even the depths of God. Among human beings, who knows what pertains to a person except the spirit of the person that is within? Similarly, no one knows what pertains to God except the Spirit of God. We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the things freely given us by God. And we speak about them not with words taught by human wisdom, but with words taught by the Spirit, describing spiritual realities in spiritual terms."
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