		       Prayer Vigil Service On the Night of An Execution   








Gathering Song:    God of Day & God of Darkness  vs. 1 & 3   (Marty Haugen, G. I. A. publisher)





Reading I:     Ezekiel 33: 10-11





Responsorial Psalm:  (sung)  The Lord Is Kind & Merciful  (Haugen) Celebration Series:  Psalms for the 			      Church Year  (volume 1)





Reading II:   Philippians 2: 5-8





(silent reflection)





Reading III:  (From the US Catholic Bishops, Statement on Capital Punishment, 1980):


                    Abolution of the death penalty would promote values that are important to us as


	      citizens and as Christians.  It is a manifestation of our freedom as moral persons striving	


	      for a just society.  It is also a challenge to us as a people to find ways of dealing with 	  		     criminals that manifest intelligence and compassion rather than power and vengeance.	         	    We urge our brothers and sisters in Christ to remember the teaching of Jesus who called us to 	  	     be reconciled with those who have injured us (Mt. 5:43-45) and pray for forgiveness for our  


                   sins“as we forgive those who have sinned against us” (Mt 6:12).  We call on you to 	  		    contemplate the crucified Christ who set us the supreme example of forgiveness and of the  


                  triumph of compassionate love.





Reading IV:   (Gospel) Luke 23:33-43





(silent reflection...then sing:  Within Our Darkest Night  (#37  Songs & Prayers from Taize)








Prayers of Petition:  (taken from Pax Christi service)





Leader:  God of Life & Compassion, we stand before you, a people and society needing your healing.  We


are confident that you will hear the prayers of our hearts.  And so we ask that your compassion be poured 


out on our world...Our response will be:  Hold us in your mercy.





1. God of Compassion, we pray for the victims of crime and their families, especially the families of 


___________________________________.  May they know your healing presence that transforms pain and anger in ways never thought possible, we pray:  (all) Hold us in your mercy.





2. God of Compassion, we pray for the viticms of capital punishment and their families, especially_______


___________________ who will be executed tonight.  May they be comforted in your love, we pray:


(all) Hold us in your mercy.





3. God of Compassion, we pray for those participating in this execution, and all executions done in our name.  May they, and we, be open to the ways you minister grace and conversion in the least likely of places, we pray:  (all) Hold us in your mercy.





4. God of Compassion, we pray for those caught in the web of violence of our time, a violence against one another from the womb to the tomb.  May they come to know your breath of life, we pray:  (all) Hold us in your mercy.





5. God of Compassion, we pray for those oppressed by structures and policies that perpetuate violence and injustices.  May we be gifted with the courage to speak and act nonviolently for justice, peace and social transformation, that your Reign may come, we pray:  Hold us in your mercy.





6. God of Compassion, we pray for each of us suffering the effects of estrangement and polarization.  May we open our hearts to your gifts of forgiveness, reconciliation, and unconditional love, we pray:  Hold us in your mercy.








Ritual Action:  (Leader invites each one present to come up and light a candle from the Christ Candle).  As this is done, each prays for what they or society needs to grow in nonviolence.  





At the ritual’s conclusion repeat the song:  Within Our Darkest Night








Closing Prayer:    by Helen Prejean, CSJ





Leader:  Let us pray (together):  God of Compassion, You let your rain fall on the just and the unjust.  Expand and deepen our hearts so that we may love as You love, even those among us who have caused the greatest pain by taking life.  For there is in our land a great cry for vengeance as we fill up death rows and kill the killers in the name of justice, in the name of peace.





Jesus, our brother, You suffered execution at the hands of the state but You did not let hatred overcome you.  Help us to reach out to victims of violence so that our enduring love may help them heal.





Holy Spirit of God, You strengthen us in the struggle for justice.  Help us to work tirelessly for the abolition of state-sanctioned death to renew our society in its very heart so that violence will be no more.  Amen.








Blessing/Commissioning:   (Leader invites all to raise a hand in blessing over one another as all pray together).  Holy One of Blessing spread your shelter of peace over us and all the world.  May we find ways to be instruments of your peace always and everywhere.  Amen.





Then all pray together the “Prayer of St. Francis:”  Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let me sow love.  Where there is injury, pardon.  Where there is doubt, faith.  Where there is despair, hope.  Where there is darkness, light.  Where there is sadness, joy.  Oh, Divine Master, grant that I may not seek to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love,  for it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, it is in giving that we receive, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  





Closing Song:   Stay With Me   (#8  Songs & Prayers from Taize) 

































































  


