Prayer Service for Discernment of God’s Will

Purpose: In order to make informed decisions congruent with tenants of our faith, natural law, sacred scripture, and Catholic Social Teaching, one needs to surrender one’s plans and preferences to God. Then after reading, study, reflection, one can more readily discern the best decision. This liturgy aide if offered to assist individuals, groups, or congregations in that process.

Opening Hymn:  “Blessed Assurance” (Crosby and Knapp)

“Flow, River, Flow” (Hurd)

“God of Day & God of Darkness” vs. 1, 4, 5

“I Surrender All  (Van de Venter and Weeden)

 

“O Breathe On Me, O Breath of God”



“O God, You Search Me” (Farrell) 

“Pescador de Hombres” (Gabarain)

“River of Glory” (Schutte)

“Servant Song” (McGargill)

“Taste & See” (Hurd)

“The Lord Is My Light” (Lillian Bouknight)

“They That Wait Upon the Lord” (Stuart Hamble)

Scripture Reading: Ex 33:13 “Let me know your ways.”



  Mt 21:22 “You will receive all that you pray for, provided you have faith.”



  Mt 26: 36-39, 41, 42, 44 or Mk 14: 32, 35, 38 (In Gethsemani) Jesus prayed.



  Mk  1: 35 “Jesus went to the desert and was absorbed in prayer.”



  Lk   9: 28 Jesus took Peter, James, and John up the mountain to pray.



  Lk  11:2 Jesus teaches people to pray the “Our Father.”



  Lk  21:36 “Pray constantly.”



  Lk  22: 32, 40 “I have prayed for you that your faith may never fail.”



  Acts  4: 31 “The place…shook as they prayed. They were filled with the Holy Spirit.”



  Acts 26:18 “to open the eyes…to turn them from darkness to light.”

  Eph    5: 8-10 “There was a time when you were darkness, but now you are light in   

  Christ. Live as children of the light.

  Phil    1:  9 “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real     

  knowledge and all discernment…” 

Psalm: Ps 4: Let Your Face Shine Upon Us

               16: You Will Show Me the Path of Life

 19: Lord, You Have the Words


 33: Let Your Mercy Be On Us
             128: Blest Are Those Who Love You
Reflection/Homily: The Christian journey includes many pathways, crossroads, obstacles, distractions, mentors, developments, and wonders along the road. As we travel we learn to ask God’s help in finding our way and answering the call to faithful service. Nothing stays the same. Life is not static. Our ministry is a share in Jesus’ mission, and so after a period of time, someone else will be taking our place and we will serve elsewhere. All parts of our life-journey require prayer and most require discernment.

Individual, Group, or Parish Discernment Questions   

1. What are the options before me/us?

2. How will each impact me? my family? the parish? the vulnerable in our community? 

3. Do the positives outnumber or outweigh the negatives?

4. Does this reflect the teachings of Jesus? Would Jesus do this?

5. Will this accomplish my/our goal or improve the current situation?

6. Do I/we have peace of mind about this? Do I/we have any questions or doubts about this decision, action, or policy? 

A wise Franciscan friar suggests we pray the “Our Father” and when we come to the “give us this day our daily bread” part, ask for an abundance of daily bread. That would include all that we need every day, not just physical nourishment. Let us pray the prayer now and include “discernment” in our abundance of daily bread request. 

Prayer: Our Father

Final Blessing individually or of the entire assembly using either text:

Eph 1: 18-19 “May he enlighten your innermost vision that you may know the great      hope to which he has called you, the wealth of his glorious heritage to be distributed among the members of the church, and the immeasurable scope of his power in those who believe.”

or

2Cor 4: 6 “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts,  

                              that we, in turn, might make known the glory of God, shining on the face of Christ.”

Closing Hymn:  “City of God” (Schutte)

            “In the Lord” (Taize)

 
            “I Say ‘Yes,’ Lord/ Digo ‘Si,’ Senor

            “Rain Down” (Cortez)

            “There Is A River” (Manion)

