AFRICA RISING

Hope and Healing 



The splendid growth and achievements of the Church in Africa are due largely to the heroic and selfless dedication of generations of missionaries.

--Pope John Paul II 

Ecclesia in Africa

In our parishes, the eucharist represents a central setting for discovering and expressing our commitment to our brothers and sisters throughout the world. Gathered around the altar, we are reminded of our connection to all of God's people through the mystical body of Christ.

--U.S. Catholic Bishops 

Called to Global Solidarity

As individuals, all citizens have a duty to assist the poor through acts of charity and personal commitment. But private charity and voluntary action are not sufficient. We also carry out our moral responsibility to assist and empower the poor by working collectively through government to establish just and effective public policies.

--National Conference of

Catholic Bishops 

Economic Justice for  All

You think of water when the well is empty.--Ethiopian proverb

The man who has bread to eat does not appreciate the severity of a famine.

--Yomba proverb

Peace is costly but it is worth the expense.

--Kikuyu of Kenya proverb

One who damages the character of another damages his own. 

A parish reaching beyond its own members and beyond national boundaries is a truly "catholic" parish.

--U.S. Catholic Bishops


Called to Global Solidarity

The voices of parishioners need to be heard on behalf of children who are being destroyed by abortion, starvation, landmines, or lack of health care.

--U.S. Catholic Bishops 

Called to Global Solidarity

Our international responsibilities enrich parish life and deepen genuine Catholic identity. Integrating themes of solidarity into the routines of parish life will make for a richer, more Catholic experience of Church. In giving a little, we receive much more.

--U.S. Catholic Bishops

Called to Global Solidarity

Parishes are called to help those who suffer in our own communities and in situations of poverty and pain around the world,

--U.S. Catholic Bishops 

Called to Global Solidarity

The Church's teaching on international justice and peace is not simply a mandate for a few large agencies, but a challenge for every believer and every Catholic community of faith.

--U.S. Catholic Bishops 

Called to Global Solidarity

It seems that the "hour of Africa" has come, a favorable time which urgently invites Christ's messengers to launch out into the deep and to cast their nets for the catch.

--Pope John Paul II 

We respond very generously when the network news tells us of hurricanes and famines, but how will we help those victimized by the often less visible disasters of poverty caused by structural injustice, such as debt, ethnic conflict, and the arms trade? Our Church and parishes must call us anew to sacrifice and concern for a new generation of children who need food, justice, peace, and the Gospel. A central task for the next century is building families of faith that reach out beyond national boundaries.

--U.S. Catholic Bishops


Called to Global Solidarity

More than 80 percent of the world's people live in developing countries. They use just 20 percent of the world's wealth. The remaining 20 percent of the world's people live in industrialized nations and control 80 percent of the world's wealth.

--Fact Sheet 

Called to Global Solidarity

Cain's question, "Am I my brother's keeper?." (Gn 4:9), has global implications and is a special challenge for our time, touching not one brother but all our sisters and brothers. Are we responsible for the fate of the world's poor? Do we have duties to suffering people in far-off places? Must we respond to the needs of suffering refugees in distant nations? Are we keepers of the creation for future generations? For the followers of Jesus, the answer is yes.

--U.S. Bishops 

Called to Global Solidarity

--Yoruba of Nigeria proverb 

Ecclesia in Africa
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Bulletin Quotes


Selections taken from Ecclesia in Africa, Called to Global Solidarity and Economic Justice for All.
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